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The  summary  information  in  this  report  is  intended  to 
provide  teachers,  school  administrators,  students,  and  the 
general  public  with  an  overview  of  results  from  the  June  1990 
administration  of  the  Social  Studies  30  Diploma  Examination. 
The  information  is  most  helpful  when  used  in  conjunction 
with  the  detailed  school  and  jurisdiction  reports  that  have 
been  mailed  to  schools  and  school  jurisdiction  offices.  The 
first  annual  provincial  report  containing  a detailed  analysis  of 
the  combined  January  and  June  results  is  available  this  fall. 

DESCRIPTION  QF  THE  EXAM 

The  Social  Studies  30  Diploma  Examination  consists  of  two 
parts:  a multiple-choice  section  worth  70%  and  a written- 
response  section  worth  30%. 

ACHIEVEMENT  QF  STANDARDS 

The  information  reported  is  based  on  the  final  blended  marks 
achieved  by  10  823  students  who  wrote  the  June  1990 
examination. 

•89.1%  of  these  students  achieved  the  acceptable 
standard  (a  final  blended  mark  of  50%  or  higher). 
•15.4%  of  these  students  achieved  the  standard  of 

excellence  (a  final  blended  mark  of  80%  or  higher). 
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PROVINCIAL  AVERAGES 

•The  average  school-awarded  mark  was  66.3%. 
•The  average  diploma  exam  mark  was  62.3%. 
•The  average  final  blended  mark,  representing  an 
equal  weighting  of  the  diploma  and  school 
marks,  was  64.6%. 
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EDUCATION 


RESULTS 


Results  are  in  average  raw  scores. 

Total  Pan  A:  45.2  out  of  69 
Subtesi  Resulu  Pan  A:* 

•Course  Content 

•Political  md  Economic  Systems:  22.3 
out  of  34 

-Cooperatioc  and  Conflict  Among 
States:  22.9  out  of  35 

•Thinking  Skills 

•Inquiry  Skills  A:  3.8  out  of  6 
Students  must  demonstrate  ability  to 
identify  and  focus  an  the  issue  and  to 
formulate  research  questions. 

-Inquiry  Skills  B:  11.6  out  of  18 
Students  must  demonstrate  ability  to 
interpret,  organize,  and  synthesize  data. 

-Inquiry  Skills  C:  3.3  out  of  6 
Students  must  demonstrate  ability  to 
resolve  issues,  apply  decisions,  and 
evaluate  the  decision,  process,  and  action. 

-Recall  and  Comprehension:  20.8  out  of  31 
Students  must  demonstrate  ability  to  recall 
and  recognize  facts  and  to  understand 
generalizations. 

-Value  Concepts  and  Skills:  5.7  out  of  8 
Students  must  recognize  and  analyse 
conflicts  of  competing  values. 

• Readers  are  cautioned  NOT  to  compare 
subtest  resulu  because  the  subtesu  are  not  of 
equal  difficulty.  Readers  should  compare 
these  provincial  subtest  resulu  with  their 
own  school  resulu. 


PART  A:  MULTTPLF.  CHOICE 


PART  A:  MULTIPLE  CHOICE  EXAMINATION  BLUEPRINT 

Part  A:  Multiple  Choice  has  a value  of  70  marks,  one  mark  for  each  multiple -choice  question.  Each 
question  is  classified  in  two  ways:  according  to  the  curricular  content  area  being  tested  and  according  to 
die  thinking  (process)  skill  demanded  by  the  question.  The  examination  blueprint  illustrates  the  distribu- 
tion of  questions  in  June  1990  according  to  these  classifications.  It  is  important  to  note  that  one  multiple- 
choice  question  was  deleted  after  a review  of  question  statistics. 

Question  Type  by  Thinking  Skills 

Examination 

Emphasis 

(%) 

by  Course 
Content 

Recall 

and 

Comp. 

Inquiry 
Skills  A 

Inquiry 
Skills  B 

Inquiry 
Skills  C 

Valuing 

Skills 

yjtiyg.CgnoeBE 
competing  values, 
value  positions 
•Topic  A 
•Topic  B 

5.35. 

44,53 

8. 17. 
45,54 

8 

PfllitiPSl  and 

I. 2,4.10. 

II.  13. 14. 

6. 7, 
26 

3.9. 12, 
15,20,21. 

16,  22, 
34 

31 

facts,  concepts, 
generalizations 

18. 19,23. 
24.  25. 27. 
31,32*,  33 

28,29, 30 

Cp-gpggjfoiimd 

Conflict  Am?ns 

States 

facts,  concepts, 
generalizations 

40. 42, 43. 
46. 47. 50. 
52,61,62, 
63.  65. 66. 
67.  68.  69, 
70 

36. 37, 
38 

39.41,48, 
49,51,55, 
57. 58,  60 

56,  59. 
64 

31 

Examination 
Emphasis  (%) 

36 

6 

18 

6 

4 

70 

•Question  32  was  deleted  from  the  examination  because  it  was  deemed  to  set  an  unreasonable  expectation  for 
Social  Studies  30  students. 


The  following  table  shows  question-by-question  results  and  the  keyed  answers.  There  is  a parallel  table  in  the  school  and  jurisdiction  reports 
that  teachers  can  use  to  determine  areas  of  strength  and  weakness  in  the  achievement  of  their  students  relative  to  the  province  as  a whole. 

The  table  in  the  school  and  jurisdiction  reports  shows  the  percentage  of  students  selecting  each  alternative.  Comparison  of  school  results 
with  provincial  results  may  show  areas  of  strength  and  weakness  in  instructional  programs. 


OUES.  KEY 

DIFF.* 

OUES.  KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES.  KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES.  KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES.  KEY 

DIFF. 

1 

D 

773 

15 

A 

612 

29 

C 

75.1 

43 

B 

42.8 

57 

D 

653 

2 

B 

77.4 

16 

C 

79.7 

30 

A 

35.4 

44 

C 

64.4 

58 

D 

752 

3 

A 

613 

17 

B 

774 

31 

B 

65.1 

45 

A 

61.6 

59 

A 

42.1 

4 

D 

433 

18 

A 

79.0 

32  Quefiion  deleted 

46 

D 

833 

60 

D 

78.8 

5 

A 

76.7 

19 

C 

693 

33 

A 

68.0 

47 

B 

61.1 

61 

A 

52.2 

6 

B 

442 

20 

B 

48.6 

34 

D 

65.7 

48 

B 

70.9 

62 

C 

79.6 

7 

B 

54.9 

21 

A 

492 

35 

D 

76  2 

49 

A 

67.1 

63 

D 

70.0 

8 

D 

68.1 

22 

C 

393 

36 

C 

77.0 

50 

B 

56.4 

64 

B 

63.7 

9 

C 

79.7 

23 

D 

81.6 

37 

C 

53.7 

51 

B 

533 

65 

C 

75.7 

10 

D 

822 

24 

A 

573 

38 

B 

67.8 

52 

D 

58.7 

66 

D 

46.0 

11 

A 

65.4 

25 

B 

423 

39 

C 

452 

53 

C 

733 

67 

C 

74.9 

12 

C 

663 

26 

B 

82.7 

40 

D 

622 

54 

B 

71.6 

68 

B 

742 

13 

A 

64.6 

27 

D 

58.9 

41 

C 

783 

55 

C 

76.6 

69 

C 

85.0 

14 

D 

80.7 

28 

D 

76.8 

42 

C 

76.6 

56 

B 

442 

70 

A 

65.0 

•Difficulty  - percentage  of  students  answering  the  question  correctly 
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EXAMINERS1  COMMENTS 


The  multiple-choice  section  of  the  examination  requires  students  to  move  beyond  the  simple  recall  of 
information  to  applying  their  knowledge  and  thinking  skills.  Students  must  demonstrate  that  they  under- 
stand social  studies  concepts;  comprehend  historical,  political,  and  economic  relationships;  and  can 
interpret  and  evaluate  social  studies  information  and  ideas. 

On  the  June  1990  examination,  most  students  demonstrated  an  acceptable  level  of  achievement,  which  is 
consistent  with  previous  administrations.  Nearly  80%  of  the  students  achieved  the  acceptable  standard 
(35  marks  or  better  out  of  70),  while  24.1%  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  (56  marks  or  better  out 
of  70).  The  average  score  on  the  multiple-choice  section  of  the  examination  was  45.5  out  of  69  (65.9%). 
What  is  encouraging  is  the  relatively  high  proportion  of  students  achieving  excellence  on  the  multiple- 
choice  part  of  the  examination. 

The  table  below  relates  to  five  selected  questions  from  the  examination.  For  each  question,  three  statisti- 
cal references  are  noted:  the  percentage  of  all  students  choosing  the  correct  answer,  the  percentage  of 
students  answering  correctly  who  achieved  the  STANDARD  OF  EXCELLENCE  (80%  and  better,  or 
"A")  on  Parts  A and  B combined,  and  the  percentage  of  students  answering  correctly  who  achieved  the 
ACCEPTABLE  STANDARD  (50%  to  64%,  or  "C")  on  Parts  A and  B combined.  The  comments  on 
pages  4 and  5 discuss  some  of  the  decisions  that  students  made  and  some  of  the  skills  they  used  to 
answer  correctly. 


Percentage  of  Students  Correctly  Answering  Selected  Questions 
(Parts  A and  B Combined  ) 


Student  Group 

Question  Number 

20 

21 

22 

58 

59 

All  Students 

48.6 

49.2 

39.5 

75.2 

42.1 

Students  Achieving  the 
Standard  of  Excellence 
(80%  and  better , or  "A") 

83.9 

90.3 

82.8 

95.9 

71.1 

Students  Achieving  the 
Acceptable  Standard 
(50%  to  64%,  or  "C") 

38.4 

37.0 

24.2 

71.3 

34.6 
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EXAMINERS'  COMMENTS  (continued) 


CAHtDft 


Questions 

The  world's  marketplace:  sales  of  state  assets" 


• Comments 

Questions  20,  21,  and  22  proved  difficult  for 
many  students.  Each  question  required  students 
to  apply  their  knowledge  and  understanding  of 
economic  theory  to  an  unfamiliar  situation,  and 
to  use  their  interpretive,  analytical,  and  problem- 
solving skills  to  deduce  the  correct  answers.  All 
three  questions  tested  students'  knowledge  of 
fundamental  principles  of  capitalism:  Adam 
Smith's  principles;  the  concept  of  privitization 
versus  public  ownership;  and  recent  Canadian 
decisions  that  are  representative  of  these  eco- 
nomic principles. 


20.  The  map  indicates  an  economic  trend  based  on  the  reassert! on  of  the  principles  of 

A.  Karl  Mane 
*B.  Adam  Smith 

C.  John  Stuart  Mill 

D.  John  Maynard  Keynes 


The  results  for  question  20  suggest  that  if 
students  had  a clear  understanding  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Adam  Smith,  relatively  few  were  able 
to  apply  that  understanding  to  an  unfamiliar 
situation.  It  is  noteworthy  that  students  who 
achieved  80%  or  better  on  Parts  A and  B com- 
bined had  no  difficulty  with  this  question:  84% 
answered  correctly.  Only  38.4%  of  the  students 
achieving  total  examination  scores  between  50% 
and  64%  answered  correctly. 


21.  The  term  that  best  describes  the  economic  process  shown  on  the 

* A.  privatization 

B.  centralization 

C.  nationalization 

D.  collectivization 


map  »s  The  results  for  question  21  are  similar  to  those  of 
question  20.  Either  students  did  not  know  the 
economic  terms,  or  they  knew  the  terms  but  had 
difficulty  applying  their  knowledge.  However, 
90%  of  the  students  achieving  the  standard  of 
excellence  answered  correctly;  37%  of  the 
students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard 
answered  correctly. 


22.  To  a supporter  of  the  economic  principles  shown  on  the  map,  which  Canadian 
government  action  would  be  most  acceptable? 

A.  The  recreation  of  a National  Energy  Program 

B.  The  payment  of  cash  supplements  to  prairie  farmers 
• C.  The  establishment  of  franchised  postal  aenrices 

D.  The  foundation  of  a Foreign  Investment  Review  Agency 


A similar  pattern  emerged  in  the  results  for 
question  22.  Those  students  who  achieved  the 
standard  of  excellence  on  the  whole  examination 
had  no  difficulty  with  this  question:  83%  an- 
swered correctly.  Of  those  students  who  re- 
ceived total  examination  scores  between  50% 
and  64%,  43.1%  were  drawn  to  alternative  A, 
24%  to  alternative  C,  and  24%  to  alternative  D . 
These  results  suggest  that  these  students  did  not 
have  the  knowledge  demanded  by  the  question 
and  so  guessed  the  answer.  Some  students  in 
this  group  may  not  have  known  the  word  "fran- 
chised" in  alternative  C. 
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EXAMINERS'  COMMENTS  (continued) 


Comments 

Questions  58  and  59  required  students  to  interpret, 
analyse,  and  synthesize  the  information  contained  in  a 
political  cartoon  from  1987.  Question  58  required 
students  to  consider  the  similarities  between  Soviet 
intervention  in  Afghanistan  and  American  intervention 
in  Central  America;  students  were  also  required  to 
identify  a reason  for  the  superpower  activities.  Most 
students  did  well;  75%  answered  correctly.  Of  those 
students  achieving  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence, 96%  chose  the  keyed  response.  Of  those  students 
achieving  at  or  somewhat  above  the  acceptable  standard, 
713%  answered  correctly. 

Interestingly,  question  59  proved  considerably  more 
difficult:  only  42%  of  the  students  selected  the  keyed 
response  (71%  of  those  achieved  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence and  only  34.6%  of  those  achieved  at  or  somewhat 
above  the  acceptable  standard). 

Perhaps  students  were  confused  about  the  terms 
"Contra,"  "Sandinista,"  and  "anti-imperialist."  Many  of 
the  students  in  the  50%  to  64%  range  and  those  in  the 
failing  group  chose  alternative  C (28.5%  and  39.5% 
respectively),  perhaps  simply  because  of  the  reference  to 
Afghanistan,  to  which  the  situation  in  Central  America 
is  being  compared. 

The  results  for  these  two  questions  suggest  that  if 
students  understand  the  concept  of  sphere  of  influence, 
many  are  less  clear  about  contemporary  applications  of 
this  concept. 


PARTB:  WRITTEN  RESPONSE 

The  results  for  the  written -response  section  of  the  Social  Studies  30  Diploma  Examination  follow  on  page  6.  The  results  are  tabu- 
lated according  to  the  percentage  of  students  achieving  at  each  level  (1  to  5)  in  each  of  the  scoring  categories.  Each  scoring 
category  assesses  somewhat  different  skills;  consequently,  individual  student’s  scores  are  likely  to  vary  from  one  category  to 
another.  Those  students  who  achieve  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excellence  (80%)  on  the  written-response  section  will  have 
scores  of  (4)  PROFICIENT  or  (5)  EXCEPTIONAL  on  all  scoring  categories.  Students  just  meeting  the  acceptable  standard 
(50%)  on  the  written-response  section  will  have  scores  of  (3)  SATISFACTORY  on  some  scoring  categories  but  will  be  producing 
(2)  LIMITED  work  on  other  categories.  Students  who  produce  (3)  SATISFACTORY  work  on  ALL  scoring  categories  have  just 
exceeded  the  pass  mark  of  50%. 

Readers  will  find  the  results  most  meaningful  in  the  context  of  the  assignment  and  the  scoring  descriptors.  The  most  useful 
starting  place  far  reviewing  these  results  is  at  the  (3)  SATISFACTORY  level.  The  scoring  guides  that  describe  proficiency  levels 
are  in  the  Grade  12  Diploma  Examinations  Program  Bulletin:  Social  Studies  30: 1990-91  School  Year  (September  1990). 


Questions 


— from  Philadelphia  inquirer 


5*.  This  1987  caruam  suggests  that  both  the  Americans  and  the  Soviets  were 
prepared  to 

A.  «eek  military  alliances  with  Third  World  nations 

B.  risk  direct  military  confrontation  with  each  other 

C.  condone  each  other**  right  to  pursue  policies  of  containment 
* D.  uac  force  to  maintain  their  respective  apheres  of  influence 


59.  The  bias  revealed  by  the  cartoonist  would  have  been  wrongly  condemned  at  the 
time  by  a aupporter  of  the 

* a.  Contra  effort  in  Nicaragua 

B.  Sandinista  government  in  Nicaragua 

C.  hnti-imperialist  forces  w Afghanistan 

D.  anti -imperialist  forces  in  Central  America 
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PART  B : WRITTEN-RESPONSE  BLUEPRINTand 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  RESULTS 

The  written -response  section  contributes  30%  of  the  examination  mark.  Students  are  required  to  write  one 
complete  and  unified  essay  in  which  they  defend  their  position  on  a given  issue.  In  their  writing,  they  are 
expected  to  demonstrate  their  understanding  of  the  steps  of  the  inquiry  process  and  of  course  content,  and 
their  essay  writing  skills. 

Part  B:  Written  Response  has  a total  value  of  30  marks:  10  marks  each  for  Defence  of  Position  and 
Presentation  of  Examples  or  Case  Studies,  and  five  marks  each  for  Discussion  of  Values  and  Quality  of 
Language  and  Expression. 

PROPORTION 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SCORES 

SCORING  CATEGORY 

OF 

TOTAL  MARX 
<%) 

(5) 

EXCEPTIONAL 

(4) 

PROFICIENT 

(3) 

SATISFACTORY 

(2) 

LIMITED 

(1) 

POOR 

(0) 

INS 

1.  Defence  of  Position 

10 

WMMi 

■145 

>•*4.9 

34.1 

42 

0.2 

2.  Discussion  of  Values 

5 

10.6 

liiiliifi 

35.9 

17.9 

0.6 

3.  Presentation  of 
Examples  or  Case 
Studies 

10 

; 22  \ •; 

12.9 

38.4  . : 

36.9 

9.1 

0.5 

4.  Quality  of  Language 
and  Expression 

5 

• , 23  ' • 

183  V 

WA  : 

173 

1.1 

0.2 

Note:  The  shaded  portion  represents  the  percentage  of  students  who  achieved  or  exceeded  a S AT1SFACTORY  level  of 
performance. 


EXAMINERS’ COMMENTS 

Student  achievement  on  the  written -response  part  of  the  June 
1990  examination  was  as  follows:  62.7%  of  the  students 
achieved  the  acceptable  standard  or  better,  while  73%  of  the 
students  achieved  die  standard  of  excellence  or  better. 

A closer  statistical  review  of  the  percentage  distribution  of 
scores  on  the  written  component  reveals  that  while  82.2%  of  the 
students  demonstrated  a satisfactory  or  better  command  of 
written  expression,  many  had  difficulty  with  same  of  the 
specifics  of  the  task.  The  handling  of  Discussion  of  Values  and 
Presentation  of  Examples  or  Case  Studies  was  often  inadequate. 
The  quality  of  some  students'  responses  was  diminished  by  the 
students'  inclusion  of  unnecessary  or  marginally  relevant  infor- 
mation. As  in  previous  administrations,  a significant  number  of 
students  substituted  memorized  information  for  thought,  or  they 
made  simple  assertions  rather  than  developing  supporting  ideas 
in  theij  essays. 

For  Topic  A,  students  took  a variety  of  approaches  because  of 
a dual  interpretation  of  the  question.  Most  students  took  the 
following  approach:  Should  governments  be  prepared  to  make 
fundamental  changes  to  their  nation's  economy?  This  question, 
which  focused  on  change,  invited  studies  of  foe  New  Deal,  free 
trade,  foe  EC,  perestroika,  and  other  significant  economic 
revisions.  However,  some  students  interpreted  foe  question 
as:  Should  governments  be  prepared  to  make  changes  to  their 
nation's  economy?  This  latter  group  of  students  discussed  foe 


extent  to  which  government  should  be  involved  in  the  market- 
place, and  they  used  theoretical  case  studies  such  as  Marxist, 
Keynesian,  or  laissez-faire  economics.  While  deemed  an 
unconventional  approach,  this  interpretation  was  accepted  as 
valid  and  marked  according  to  foe  merits  of  the  individual 
papers.  Unfortunately,  a number  of  students  who  chose  to  write 
foe  Topic  A assignment  skirted  or  avoided  foe  issue,  which  dealt 
with  the  desirability  of  change  to  economic  systems.  Some 
students  chose  to  reproduce  foe  usual  comparison  of  foe 
American,  Soviet,  and  Swedish  systems;  they  argued  not  about 
change  per  se  but  about  the  superiority  of  one  system  over 
another.  The  result  was  a low  score.  To  do  well  students  must 
address  foe  issue  presented  and  apply  their  skills  of  argumenta- 
tion and  persuasion  to  foe  issue. 

Topic  B essays  were  generally  satisfactory  although,  in  many 
papers,  foe  arguments  and  case  studies  tended  to  lack  depth 
and  development  Most  students  associated  "weapons  of  mass 
destruction"  with  nuclear  arms;  however,  some  students 
discussed  the  development  of  foe  machine  gun,  chemical 
weapons,  and  even  foe  firebombing  of  Dresden.  Many  students 
argued  a narrow  point  of  view  and  concluded  foal  foe  develop- 
ment of  destructive  weapons  was  clearly  justified  or  clearly  not 
justified.  The  students  who  received  high  marks  were  those 
who  demonstrated  complexity  of  thought  and  consideration  of 
varying  perspectives. 


For  further  information,  contact  Elana  Scraba  or  Barry  Jonas  at  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch,  427-2948. 


